CHINESE OPERA FESTIVAL

SENEN
ROpEraes

) A
/

on J

]!
3 |
7:30pm

Sichuan @PEE { S

Tro PDC atre New Wing

/A [ BURR - B 3ESE
TREERRAERY - EHER
BN

al of 39 stage performances from 8 Chinese
1 Yue Opera, Wu Opera that juxtaposes the
ce dedicated to wusheng roles. More than
o a Cantonese Opera showcase staged in an
e a vibrant, significant celebration for all.



»

A '2‘ U‘g E] Performers

i i '}’:\Jﬂ ﬁ\ Chen Zhilin

PO SCER AT A A 0~ A RIBE B ~ RIS RN~ BIR — i B > TAEAT -
SRR AE [ A B T o RERMEMEIECEINFEA) ~ (BIER) ~ CERE - EILA) - (R
VEE) ~ (Y BRI ~ (BARR) ~ (REAREHD) & CRERRS) - BonBiE 7 A4 & E R - ZELMEKX -
BER BRSPS EEF R XA DR EM AR o B BISCEERIEE - B BUR B 75 R
LA BB -

Chen Zhilin is the Chairman of Sichuan Provincial Federation of Literary and Art Circles, the Company Director of Sichuan
Opera Troupe and an exponent of National Intangible Cultural Heritage for Sichuan Opera. He is a National Class One
Performer who specialises in sheng (male) roles. He was a two-time recipient of the China Theatre Plum Blossom Award. He has
numerous signature works, including The Scholar from Bashan, Actor Bold Yi, The Magic Pearl, Moon over Mount Emei, After the
Dust Settled, Sunset at Mount Qi, The Crouching Tiger Order, Tale of Song Shijie and The Diligent Magistrate. He has successfully
created popular artistic images of characters like the scholar Meng Dengke, the actor Bold Yi, the Yue Lord Gou Jian and the
Luoyang Magistrate Dong Xuan. He has won other national awards, including the China Wenhua Performance Award, the China
Theatre Outstanding Performance Award and the Shanghai White Magnolia Theatre Performance Award.
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Liu Yi is a National Class One Performer and National Class Two professor who specialises in the roles of gingyi (virtuous female),
guimendan (high-born lady) and huadan (young female). She was a recipient of the China Theatre Plum Blossom Award. She has
played the lead roles in Actor Bold Yi, The Scholar from Bashan, The Diligent Magistrate, The Legend of the White Snake, The Tale
Under the Willow Shade and The Legend of the Embroidered Coat. Her signature works also include excerpts The Injustice Done to
Dou E, Trials of Love, Interrogating the Maid and Seeking Son — Eating Meat. She was a recipient of the 8% China Art Festival Wenhua
Performance Award.
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Zhang Yan is a National Class One Performer who specialises in gingyi (virtuous female), huadan (young female) and guimendan
(high-born lady) roles. She was a recipient of the China Theatre Plum Blossom Award. She has taken up major roles in the classic
repertoires Ripples Across Stagnant Water, The Legend of the White Snake and The Hibiscus Fairy and is skilled in playing excerpts
like Wu Song Killing His Sister-in-Law, Yearning for the Secular World and Battle at Mount Tielong. With The Flaming Mountain,
she won the 1% Sichuan Art Festival Wenhua Performance Award in 2015.
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Xiong Xiangang is a National Class One Performer who specialises in sheng (male) roles. He has played in Changing Faces,
The Fifteen Strings of Cash, The Orphan of Zhao’s and Executing Chen Shimei and is skilled in playing excerpts including
Releasing Kui in the Stable, The Painting Seller Splitting the Door and Sweeping the Pine. Xiong won the 1% Sichuan Art Festival
Outstanding Performance Award in 2016.

g‘] ;g:t, Liu Yan

BRI E > ETEMA - FAAERA  EEMIR (EILFA) ~ (FIER) L (BAES) F T
0 o U B A TR R B K CEFEA) % o 0 )R DA LB =48 - 1))l
FRI B L A

Liu Yan is a National Class One Performer who specialises in guimendan (high-born lady) and gingyi (virtuous female) roles while
practicing the wudan (military female) roles. She has played in the classic repertoires The Scholar from Bashan, Actor Bold Yi and The
Crouching Tiger Order and is skilled in playing excerpts like The Broken Bridge, Killing the Dog and Worshipping the Moon Together.
She won the Class Two Award in the Sichuan Province Sichuan Opera Teenager Contest and the Class Two Award in the Sichuan
Province Sichuan Opera Actor Contest.
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Xie Zhanghong is a National Class Two Performer who specialises in wenwu xiaosheng (civil and martial young male) roles.
He has played in the repertoires The Legend of the White Snake, Ripples Across Stagnant Water and Conquering the Mount
Hongtai and is skilled in playing excerpts like Waylaying the Horse, The Son Who Harbours Two Ulterior Motives and Shooting
the Condor. He won the Chengdu Sichuan Opera Young Actor Contest Class One Award, the Sichuan Province Teenager
Theatre Contest Class Two Award and the 2°¢ Sichuan Province Young Sichuan Opera Actor Contest Class One Award.



£ 8K Liu Su

x_MEE I%’E H - TER B (A K CRELE) %) B8 AE T3 o B B 5T 7B (s £8) -
AR B (PBAL) % o P AL & CEOERIE) R K26 =i U )1 8 75 48 ) | R0 B L =24 o

Liu Su is a National Class Two Performer who specialises in huadan (young female) roles. She has played in The Legend of the White
Snake and Chuncao Breaks into the Courtroom. She is skilled in playing excerpts like Picking Up the Jade Bangle, Yanqing Temple and
Interrogating the Maid and won the weekly champion in the CCTV programme “Avenue of Stars” and the Class Three Award in the
3" Sichuan Province Young Sichuan Opera Actor Contest.
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Zhou Ting specialises in wudan (military female) and huadan (young female) roles. She has played in the full-length repertoire
The Legend of the White Snake and is skilled in playing excerpts including Jinshan Temple, Hu Village and The Story of the White

Eel Nymph. She won the 1% Young Sichuan Opera Actor Contest Class Three Award, the 2™ Young Sichuan Opera Actor Contest
Class Three Award and the 3™ Young Sichuan Opera Actor Contest Class Two Award.
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Li Jiajun specialises in wusheng (military male) roles. He has played in the full-length repertoire The Legend of the White Snake
and won the Class Three Award in the 6™ Sichuan Province Young Sichuan Opera Actor Contest.
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Wan Duo specialises in chou (comic) roles. He has played in the iconic repertoires Changing Faces, The Legend of the White Snake
and Double Balang and is skilled in playing excerpts like Catching Sanlang Alive and Kneeling at the Door to Offer Robe. He has
won the Class One Award in the 3™ Sichuan Province Young Sichuan Opera Actor Contest and the Class Two Award in the 4™
Young Sichuan Opera Actor Contest.
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Yin Lianlian specialises in huadan (young female) and guimendan (high-born lady) roles. She is skilled in playing excerpts
including Waylaying the Horse, Yearning for the Secular World, Jinshan Temple and Cleaving Open the Coffin. She has won

multiple awards, including the 8" Sichuan Province University Art Extravaganza Individual Class One Award, the 5 National
University Art Contest Class One Award and the 5" Young Sichuan Opera Actor Contest Class One Award.
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Huang Haiwei specialises in wuchou (military comic) roles. He is skilled in playing excerpts including Waylaying the Horse,
Shigian Stealing the Invitation and Yanging Selling Thread. He won the 6™ Young Sichuan Opera Actor Contest Class One Award.
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Zhao Siya specialises in the roles of guimendan (high-born lady) and gingyi (virtuous female). She has played in the full-length
repertoires A Marriage as a Peace Pact, Tears in the Heart and The Legend of the Embroidered Coat and is skilled in playing
excerpts like Yearning for the Secular World, The Injustice Done to Dou E and The Phoenix Pavilion. She won the Class Three
Award in the 6™ Sichuan Province Young Sichuan Opera Actor Contest.

% % Li Yujie
THAK - EME - R B a8 GRIR=EE) K ) o SN 5401503 B R =254
Li Yujie specialises in gingyi (virtuous female) and guimendan (high-born lady) roles. She is skilled in playing excerpts like

Catching Sanlang Alive and Cleaving Open the Coffin. She is a recipient of the 6" Young Sichuan Opera Actor Contest Class Three
Award.
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Sichuan Opera is one of the oldest and most widespread regional theatrical forms in China. It took shape during the reigns of Qing Emperors
Yongzheng and Qianlong in the 18" century and became popular in Sichuan, Guizhou, Yunnan and Hubei. Sichuan Opera stands out among
the various theatrical genres of the area, with its rich vernacular colour. It has a fantastic, magical and gamesome charm that is both rustic
and refreshing, reflecting the exceptional artistic experience of the Sichuan region. Sichuan Opera has assimilated the vocal features of other
genres and the vernacular features of the local dialect, with its sung music growing from one singing style into a hybrid of five styles:
kungiang, gaoqiang (high pitch), hugqin, tanxi and dengxi. The diverse and rich repertoire of Sichuan Opera consists of over six thousand
plays, and despite its ancient lineage, it remains popular for its closeness to life. Sichuan Opera performances are lively and full of changes,
with stunts to depict character and mood. The humour and wisdom of Sichuan Opera are famous, and are enjoyed by audiences. In 2006,
it was inscribed onto the first List of Intangible Cultural Heritage at National Level.
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Established in 1960, the Sichuan Opera Troupe is an important unit for the inheritance of National Intangible Cultural Heritage.
Currently there are one national and four provincial exponents of National Intangible Cultural Heritage in the troupe. Over its
60-year history, the troupe has been following the policy of ‘free expression and free competition’ to create and perform more than 200
outstanding traditional and modern repertoires, including A Marriage as a Peace Pact, Changing Face, The Scholar from Bashan, Actor
Bold Yi, The Diligent Magistrate and The Legend of the White Snake. Among them, A Marriage as a Peace Pact has won the
Outstanding Screenplay and Outstanding Performance Award. Changing Face, Actor Bold Yi and The Scholar from Bashan have twice
received the Top Ten Outstanding Repertoires in the National Theatrical Art Excellent Project, the Wenhua Award from the Ministry
of Culture and the Outstanding Work Award in the ‘Five One Project Awards. The Diligent Magistrate has won national awards,
including the 17" Wenhua Award from the Ministry of Culture and the Outstanding Drama Award at the Chinese Theatre Festival.

Apart from the troupe’s rich repertoires, the troupe members have also won multiple significant awards. At present, there are seven
recipients of the China Theatre Plum Blossom Award, 29 recipients of the National Wenhua Award, 24 recipients of the Chinese
Theatre Outstanding Performance Award and four recipients of the Shanghai White Magnolia Theatre Award in the troupe. The
troupe has footprints all over the country and has travelled overseas on performance tours to the United States, Germany, France,
Japan, Korea and Thailand.
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Sichuan Opera The Legend of the White Snake is a traditional opera comprised of both civil and martial elements. The role of White Snake is
civil at first and later turns martial, whereas that of Green Snake is interpreted in the two different images of wusheng (military male) and
huadan (young female) rotationally. The martial scenes are artfully crafted, employing demanding stunts like swift face-changing, lifting,
standing on shoulder and flicking of flowing sleeves. The thousand-year-old legendary love story is presented in the signature style of
Sichuan Opera.

Fairy White Snake is imprisoned in the white lotus pond by the Buddha because of her love for Arhat Guizhi. The more she is tempered, the
more she grows frustrated with the merciless heavenly rules. She struggles to free herself from the shackles and flees to the mortal world. With
the help of Green Snake, she marries the banished Xu Xian (Arhat Guizhi reincarnated). At the order of the Buddha, Monk Fa Hai follows Xu
to the mortal world and uses malicious tactics to try to break up the loving couple. To safeguard her pure love and counteract the perverse
tricks of Fa Hai, White Snake shows her magical power furiously and floods the Mount Jin. Together with Green Snake, the two fight bravely
against the ferocious heavenly generals.
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A Marriage as a Peace Pact has been staged by the Sichuan Opera Troupe since 1962 and has been well-loved by the audience. The play
features the entire stock roles in a story filled with dramatic turns, lively characters and a festive mood. Many opera fans regard it as a classic,
with all the roles of sheng (male), dan (female), jing (painted face) and chou (comic) performing in singing, reciting and martial arts scenes.
The story is infused with Sichuan Opera appeal and a distinct regional flavour. The performance this time is led by the two-time recipient of
the China Theatre Plum Blossom Award Chen Zhilin and will undoubtedly be remarkable.

The final years of the Eastern Han Dynasty are marked by the rise of packs of heroes. Using Jing Province which he borrowed from Sun Quan
of Eastern Wu as a foothold, Liu Bei lays his eyes on the state of Western Shu. When Sun Quan’ repeated attempts to reclaim Jing Province
prove futile, his military governor Zhou Yu sets up a beauty trap. By saying Sun offers his sister Lady Sun Shangxiang to Liu Bei as a wife and
asking Liu to cross the river to complete the marriage ceremony, Sun Quan hopes to seize the chance to reclaim Jing Province. Knowing it is
Sun Quan’s trick, Liu Bei’s counsellor Zhuge Liang advises Liu to accept the offer anyway. Meanwhile, he arranges three tips and tricks and
dispatches Zhao Yun to escort Liu to cross the river, turning Sun’s trick around and realising the fake marriage instead.



As Zhou Yu’s ruse falls through, he comes up with another scheme. He tries to lure Liu Bei to indulge in wine and women to the point where
debauchery undermines Liu’s ambition for the nation. Following Zhuge Liang’s advice, Liu feigns being fatuous and succeeds in learning Lady
Sun’s heartfelt wish. The couple claims they want to pay their respects to the ancestors by the riverbank while they wait for the chance to flee.
Zhou Yu sees through their pretence, foreseeing they will use this excuse to escape; he therefore deploys armies to chase and intercept them.
Unfortunately, it is too late. Zhuge Liang has already dispatched Guan Yu and Zhang Fei to the riverbank to back them up. In the end, Zhou

Yu loses on both fronts and must pay a double penalty.
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Prologue
Scene 1
Scene 2
Scene 3

Scene 4

Setting the Trick

Dragon Crossing the River
Visiting the Elder Qiao
Elder Qiao as Go-Between
Meeting at Buddhist Hall

Intermission of 15 minutes ~

Scene 5
Scene 6

Scene 7

A Perfect Match
Alarm in the Palace

The Couple Returns
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t) Catching Sanlang Alive (Gaogiang)

Qiao Xuan: Chen Zhilin
Liu Bei: Xiong Xiangang
Sun Shangxiang: Zhao Siya
Wu Dowager: Du Jia
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Catching Sanlang Alive is a gaogiang piece for the roles of chou (comic) and guihudan (ghost or vixen). Apart from the unique Sichuan Opera
stunt of 'lifting the dummy; there are stylised routines of the satin ribbon and pleats as well as the walk of the demon fox.

Unwilling to be alone in the netherworld, Yan Xijiao returns to the mortal world in search of her previous lover Zhang Wenyuan and attempts
to lure him to join her in the netherworld for fun. Zhang refuses, but is eventually captured alive by the ghost Yan.

;A Zhang Wenyuan: Wan Duo
AW Yan Xijiao: Li Yujie
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Waylaying the Horse is a tanxi piece for the roles of wuchou (military comic) and wudan (military female).
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It shows perfect coordination

between the two actors through the stunt with the chairs, especially for the wuchou role, with the feats of leaping, somersaulting, stroking,
crawling, rolling, beating and falling to demonstrate the character's wit and dexterity, fun and humour as well as his remarkable martial skills.

During the Song Dynasty, Song soldier Jiao Guangpu is stranded in the state of Liao and opens a small tavern. He longs to return to the Song
camp and patiently awaits the opportunity. One day, a Liao soldier with a border pass on his belt arrives at the tavern. In the hope of stealing
the pass to exit the border, Jiao stops his horse and invites the Liao soldier to drink in his tavern. To his surprise, Jiao discovers that the soldier
is, in fact, a woman in disguise. Meanwhile, the soldier learns that Jiao is after her border pass. The two break into a fight. Jiao reveals that
he is a general of the Yang family, while the soldier discloses that she is the eighth daughter of the Yang family. As a result, the two cross the

border together to return home.
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D W Jiao Guangpu: Huang Haiwei
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This is a tanxi piece with the remarkable feat of flicking of flowing sleeves. The feats and artistic measures are employed to tell the story,
portray the characters and convey the characters' fluctuating emotions.

Pan Jinlian and Ximen Qing collaborate and kill Pan’s husband Wu Dalang with poison. Hearing this, Dalang’s brother Song kills Ximen
Qing and brings his severed head to the mourning hall, intending to kill Pan to avenge his brother’s death. Pan, well aware of her impending
death, waits quietly in the hall for Song’s arrival. Before her death, Pan makes the excuse of wishing to toast Song with three cups of wine to
lament the inevitability of her fate while confessing her love for Song. However, Song remains unmoved after the toast, with his desire to
avenge his brother’s death still fervent. Finally, Song kills Pan with his sword, using her blood to pay tribute to his brother’s departed soul.

iRt S Pan Jinlian: Zhang Yan
RO ER Wu Song: Xie Zhanghong
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The Injustice Done to Dou E is a tanxi piece for the role of gingyi (virtuous female), with an exquisite performance that evokes strong emotions
in the audience. Protagonist Dou E's sorrowful and poignant singing, which recounts the injustice done to her, is incredibly moving. Through
the feats of ‘hair flip" and 'stance fix, Dou E's despair and helplessness elicit sympathy from everyone.

Zhang Luer and his father try to seize Dou E and her mother-in-law Cai. Zhang poisons the food in an attempt to kill Cai, but his father eats
it instead and dies. Zhang accuses Dou E of poisoning his father. Dou E is wrongfully convicted and sentenced to death. Snow falls
unexpectedly on the day of her execution in June, crying out for justice for her.

& W:® F  DouB:LiuYi
FEYLYE . B} Madame Cai: Liu Dandan
REE 2 B Court Official: LiKe
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Thls is a gaogiang piece and an excerpt from the famous Sichuan Opera repertoire The Scholar from Bashan. Using the melody of the

Sichuan Opera gaogiang set-tune Jiangtougui, the rhythm of the scholar’s core singing segment has been revised according to the mood of

the lyrics. Modern composition skill is fully utilised to produce a strong rhythmic melody to express the actor’s fluctuating mood and

vigorous conflict, allowing the music to follow the plot development and evolve with the characters.

Bashan scholar Meng Dengke escapes death in the wrongful case of Bashan and tries to seek justice for the village folk who died wrongfully.
However, due to his bookishness, his petition for justice is futile and results in physical suffering instead. After due consideration, Meng decides
to go all in, burn the petition and appeal again, swearing to fight for justice for the wrongfully killed.

#EFL D BB Meng Dengke: Chen Zhilin JE 455 . W Landlady’s daughter: PuLiling
MIRF B B Mengs wife: Liu Yan



e ) ]l ?5 ) ” /5?] %3k R 0'5 fk A E] Sichuan Opera Troupe - Production Team

& : BERMK Troupe Director: Chen Zhilin

HEE: 23 % Deputy Troupe Director: Liu Ying

WA . & Performance Director: Chang Yi

WMILRE 24 Performance Coordinator: Peng Xiaohui

g . HrpiE Operation Director: Bai Zhonghua

o o BRI - BN Stage Directors: Xiong Xiangang, Liu Xiaopeng
WHEAT - R e E Performance Execution: Zhang Jingjing, Chen Jinyuan
B - 7 A~ RAIE Crews: Sun Li, Sun Dongjun

L AN Stage Managers: Zeng Li, Gong Ting

B EHEE ¢ M NN Promotion and Publicity: Lin Mei, Li Jing, Wang Qianjun

WA : Cast:
BRAEIAR ~ B 3 e~ REEM - B M- F o H- Chen Zhilin, Liu Yi, Zhang Yan, Xiong Xiangang, Liu Yan, Yang Xu,

i
Z B FE s

Zs Rl B ff s BIEK Li Zhong, Du Jia, Xie Zhanghong, Li Ke, Liu Su, Liu Zhengyou,
1% IR TR B 1—% B2 AT RIS Yang Hong, Zhang Miao, Zhang Hao, Yang Tao, Tan Hongmei,
Ol R SR £ IR HER - Liu Dandan, Zhou Ting, Yang Kunhao, Li Jiajun, Wan Duo, Tian Guoji,
g . o o Pu Liling, Ren Shuang, Yong Han, Yin Lianlian, Wang Zihao, Shi Xinjian
B . W . HRETE . Z . th L IEZIE . % g rong ) ) g ) jian,
g {,_E . iéf,m?gé . i%g . %E% . %J?}E% ESel Zhang Ruiyang, Huang Haiwei, Zhao Siya, Li Yujie, Liang Haolong,
iR RVHE ~ 2R~ RIS H b T e
% K- Musicians: ’

B kK OB OE- %%25 PR Liu Xin, Song Tao, Fu Gui, Zhang Ligin, Yang Dan, Zhuang Xiaoyan,
RNk~ Tl - £ O REGE - &3 - R R Fu Xiaoshu, Yu Shengnan, Wang Kang, Cheng Zhenghong, Wu Mingyue,
M BB OBR-E R Z W RANE Zhang Chen, Yang Xing, Chen Jue, Gong Yong, Zhao Xin, Lin Xiao.
;‘%‘S o ﬁ%?ﬁ N FEEJ%’H N éfﬁﬁ;ﬁ: Song Xiaoman, Cai Hong, Fu Siyu, Yan Mengyue, Li XuJia
HEANE : Stage Art Team:

ERRE ~ B - ST IL 8 B > 5SS - Ren  Gaolong, Huang  Lijin,
% W ERTEAR - BEEEGS - BT HEBA R - Chen Jianzhong, Qiang Haibing, Xt
MM R Wen Ke, Jiang Liying, Zhang J

B AW RS A R A F Coordinator: Hong Ko
R EZSS XA House Programme Info

BUBR:

q EERMGAT B FREFEAFEEN YRR AMERRBANEE URE

SREZEHENERESEFMRNER FEETRHEENR SFERRY
N BDEEARE - SHEE-
Dear Patrons,

To avoid disturbance, please set your mobile phone on silent mode and switch of
performance. To ensure an undistracted performance by artists and an enjoyable
video recording is strictly prohibited when the performance is in progress while
curtain calls. Eating or drinking is not permitted in the auditorium.

Thank you for your co-operation.

% HIEUR Recycling of House Programme
EETRRBEEST] FSTHBERNRREAOR  MEBREBA - ZHlE#E-

If you do not wish to keep the house programme, please leave it on your seat or return it to the admissio

HALEREREHE - FEHESRERRMNULHEEEMNRR  BUEH Ecp2@lcsd.gov.hk 2
Thank you for attending the performance. If you have any comment on this performance or general vie
to write to us by email at cp2@lcsd.gov.hk or by fax at 2741 2658.

BHERBERAR VU EHE I NS EHEHENER B8 : www.lcsd.gov.hk/tc/artist

Please visit the following web}aage for information related to application for programme presentation
Department: www.lcsd.gov.hk/en/artist

FEHERSTIMENATRERTRREER X EHENER

The programme as well as the content and information contained in this house programme do not represent the views of

ERAREERRM -

Information provided by the arts group.
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One click to treasures — Culture & Leisure CHANNEL BE T B & % 45 38 [slpuril
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